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Introduction to Study and Teaching Guide 
 
Much of this material is too complicated to try to commit to memory. For those of us who are not 
biblical scholars, a general view that answers a few pressing questions raised by the early chapters will 
probably be sufficient.  

• Science vs scripture— 
o There are explanations for perceived problems between the Bible and science. 
o The Bible refutes the Babylonian creation myth which is what they were struggling with 

at that time. Evolution and the Big Bang theory are not discussed in Genesis, because 
those theories were not developed until centuries later.  

• Slaughter of the Canaanites— 
o The writers of the accounts differ with one another concerning God’s command to Israel. 
o The ultimate answer is to be seen through the lens of Jesus whose teachings cannot be 

made consistent with the claim that God commanded genocide. 
However, if you want to try to understand a few more of the details, questions and graphics have 

been provided. Feel free to pick and choose what fits your purposes.  
A Central Idea is listed for each chapter which should help you make choices or even to write your 

own questions. 
Pastors may choose not to use these study helps, because you are already familiar with these ideas 

and are accustomed to presenting them to an audience. Young people, on the other hand, and those 
doing a self-study may need some strategies for understanding and digesting the materials covered. 

Reading and remembering new material can be quite daunting. Believe it or not, there are college 
reading courses for helping students become better learners. One strategy is called SQ3R Reading-Study 
System: 

• Survey- become familiar with the material to be read and retained: Read the title, introduction, 
the bold print headings, first sentence in paragraphs, summary, & questions 

• Question—read bold print headings again and make your own questions from them as you read 
each section. Questions should answer denotative as well as connotative information.  

• Read—read the entire section looking for answers to your questions. 
• Recite—recall answers to your questions to each section as your finish it. 
• Review—recall the answers to the questions you have already answered. 
In committing information to memory or in understanding complicated ideas, I suggest making your 
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own graphics and charts; lay the information out in a graphic organizer. (If you use Word documents in 
Windows 10, go to Insert on the tool bar. Click on the icons there to help you build charts to organize 
your thoughts. The tables and SmartArt have been helpful to me.)   

Alternatively, the teacher can simply print out the student graphics to hand out in class. Students 
working on their own can either print out the graphics to fill in by hand or download them and type into 
the spaces on their computers.   

“Think About It” questions are not designed for recall, but rather to expand and apply the ideas you 
have encountered. A discussion group will be helpful for this application even if you are reading the 
book on your own.  

Finally, throughout these study questions and the answers given, the reader should understand that 
always the answers reflect the views of the author of The Jesus Lens rather than some final answer 
accepted by all scholars (which does not exist, by the way).  

 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE FOR STUDENTS 
 

Part I: The Epic 
 

Chapter 1: The Birth of a People 
 

Central Idea: Four controversies relating to Israel’s monarchy and two relating to their priesthood 
stimulated the writing of three early documents that were later incorporated into our Bibles. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Who were the Canaanites and where did they live? 
 

2. For what were they famous? 
 

3. What distinguished the Israelites or Hebrews from the indigenous people? 
 

4. As Canaanites merged with Hebrews, what was the Hebrews’ main internal conflict? 
 

5.  In what city was the first Israelite major worship center located, and what  
 were the symbols of their faith? 

 
6.  How did Shiloh lose the Ark of the Covenant and the stature it gave them? 

 
7. The Israelites became a mixture of peoples with differing backgrounds, different religious 

traditions, and different loyalties. Such diversity bred controversies: Draw a graphic concept map 
showing the six controversies that divided Israel. (See blank Graphic 1.1 included with this 
chapter.)  

 
8. What were the three documents telling Israel’s traditional story that produced differing views 

given in today’s Bible? 
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9. What was the ultimate question the writings answered? 

 
Think about it: All early cultures had their gods. How has the Hebrew concept of one God who is 
personal, ethical, and loving affected Western society?  
 
 
Controversies that Brought Israel’s Kingdoms Under Question (Graphic 1.1, Student) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTROVERSIES 

David— 
 

Solomon—     Saul— 
 

Rehoboam— 
 

Zadok— 

Jeroboam—  
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Different Documents Presenting Hebrew Traditional History (Graphic 1.2, Student) 
 

AUTHOR OFFICE HELD TIME PERIOD PURPOSE 
Yahwist    

 
Elohist    

 
Deuteronomist    

 
 

 
 

Chapter 2: A House Divided 
 
Central Ideas:   
 

• the Yahwist in Jerusalem wrote the J document that insisted, among other ideas, that God was 
known as Yahweh from earliest times;  

 
• the Elohist writing from Shiloh wrote the E document insisting that God first revealed himself as 

Yahweh at Moses’ burning bush;  
 

• the Deuteronomist also writing from Shiloh wrote the D document insisting against the 
Zadokites of Jerusalem and the priests of the golden bulls at Dan and Bethel that all Levites are 
priests and only Levites are priests. 

 
Study Questions: 
 

1.  Describe early Hebrew oral traditions and literature. 
 

2. Fill in Graphic 2.1 below showing each document used in developing the Old Testament. 
 

Think about it: Because various passages in the Old Testament sometimes portray God as demanding 
that the Hebrews kill their enemies and sometimes telling them only to drive indigenous people 
out of the land, how is it helpful to understand that those views of God came from different 
sources?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A House Divided (Graphic 2.1, Student) 
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DOCUMENT AUTHOR LOCATION DATE KEY TRAIT 

J     
 

E     
 

D     
 

 
 
 

Chapter 3: The River that Waters the Earth 
 

Central Idea:  The Yahwist introduced his story with a metaphorical narrative theology of creation and a 
narrative theology of history that contradicted every point of the Babylonian creation myth—regarding 
God, nature, humankind, and human history. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1.  How is the Yahwist’s account of creation different from those peoples around the Hebrews? 
 

Form 
 

Meaning 
 

Differences  
 

2. What is the meaning of the waters coming from Eden?  
 

3. How does the story show that God gave man free will to make moral choices? 
 

4. What was man’s greatest temptation? 
 

One possibility:  
 

Second possibility:  
 

5. As the Yahwist wrote his theology of history, what was he teaching his people? 
 

6. What is the difference between the Babylonian story of the flood and the Yahwist’s? (See 
included Graphic 3.1.) 

 
7.  Summarize the Yahwist’s theology of history. 

 
Think about it:  How does reading the early chapters of Genesis “metaphorically” rather than “literally” 
change one’s view of the problems often seen them? 
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Is the purpose of a metaphor to decrease one’s understanding of a concept or to increase it? 
 
 
Theological Comparison of Babylonian & Hebrew Creation Stories (Graphic 3.1, Student) 
 
 BABYLONIAN MYTHS YAHWISTIC NARRATIVE 
God   

Nature   

Humankind   

Flood   

 
 
 

Chapter 4: The World’s First Historian 
 

Central Idea: The Yahwist writing from Jerusalem sometime after 931 BCE began his J document with a 
southern account of the Hebrew founding traditions and concluded with a history of his people based on 
documentary sources. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Why did the Israelites want a king? 
 

2. Describe Saul and give reasons why the people thought he was a good prospective leader. Also, 
give his weaknesses. 

 
Strengths:  

 
Weaknesses:   

 
3. Complete Graphic 4.1 giving the flow of history. 

 
4.  Complete Graphic 4.2 showing the purposes of the Yahwist.  

 
Think About It: Israelites wanted a leader to be like other nations. Israel felt it needed a leader and chose 
one who “looked” like a good leader. What makes a good national leader. How do our leaders today 
measure up? 
 
 
Development of Hebrew History (Graphic 4.1, Student)  
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The World’s First Historian’s Purposes (Graphic 4.2, Teacher) 
 

 
 

 
 

Chapter 5:  Religious Warfare 
 

Central Idea:  The prophets of Israel, in contrast to pagan prophets, proclaimed in the name of Yahweh 
the demand for faithfulness to Yahweh as well as justice in the courts and in the economy. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. How were the Hebrews influenced by their new neighbors? 
  

2.  How was the Hebrew religion different from that of other nations? 
 

3. Give examples of behavior of Yahweh’s prophets that did not measure up to the standard of the 
later writing prophets. 

 
• Samuel— 
• Elijah— 
• Some other prophets— 

 
4. What is the two-fold legacy of the eighth century prophets? 

Vision of God -- grace, love, faithfulness, redemption

God-- relates to people personally

Israel's monachy-- validated 

David's dynasty-- vindicated

Solomon's power-- justified

Israel's (Northern Kingdom's)-- insurrection denegrated

 
 
 
 

(Abraham -David) 

 
 
 

(12th Century-
David) 

 
 
 
 

(after 931) 
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Think about it:  Is that message relevant today, and is that the message coming from our religious 
leaders?  
How could those leaders demand faithfulness to God in today’s political climate? 
  
Would that demand be for our nation or for the church? What does that say about “separation of church 
and state”? 
 
The Hebrew prophets did not become rich and powerful, instead were persecuted, jailed, or even killed. 
Were America’s religious leaders in the past persecuted like the prophets?  
 
How do our religious leaders today measure up?  Give examples. 
 
 
Women Prophets (Graphic 5.1, Student) 
 

NAME DESCRIPTION OF HER WORK HISTORICAL PERIOD 
Miriam, Moses’ Sister   

 
 
 

Deborah - Woman 
judge 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Huldah  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Male Prophets (Graphic 5.2, Student) 
 

NAME DESCRIPTION OF MINISTRY HISTORICAL PERIOD 
Samuel  
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Nathan  

 
 

 

Elijah  
 
 

 

Elisha  
 
 

 

Jehu ben Hanani  
 
 

 

Micaiah ben Imlah  
 
 

 

 
 
Eighth Century Hebrew Prophets (Graphic 5.3, Student) 
 

NAME DATE NATION MESSAGE 
Amos    

 
Hosea    

 
Micah    

 
Isaiah of Jerusalem 
(chapters 1-35) 

   

 
 
 

Chapter 6: The Temple Apologist 
 

Central Idea: After 722 BCE, the Zadokite Priest wrote the P document to present the Jerusalem Temple 
tradition of Israel’s history. He contradicted each of the 3 already existing documents—J, E, and D—at 
various points: the history of God’s name Yahweh and who are legitimate priests being the most 
important points. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. When and why did the Jerusalem Priest write his P Document? 
 

2.  What materials are contained in this tradition?  
 

3. What literary evidence can be cited to authenticate the stories of the patriarchs? 
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4. Make a case for the historicity of the Exodus using Graphic 6.1 included in this chapter. 
 

Think About It: Parts of the J, E, D, and P documents contradict each other. How does that evidence 
affect your opinion of their validity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evidence for the Exodus (Graphic 6.1, Student) 
 

NEGATIVE EVIDENCE SUPPPORTING EVIDENCE CONCLUSIONS 
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Chapter 7: The Man Who Saw the Beginning 
 

Central Idea:  The Zadokite Priest introduced his history of Israel with a narrative theology of creation 
followed by a narrative theology of history. In this work, he refuted the Babylonian creation myths in a 
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totally different way from the Yahwist in his J document.  
 
Study Questions: 
 
1. In understanding a piece of literature, the reader must determine what type of literature it is. 

(Example: the difference between history and historical fiction.) What genre of literature is the 
Biblical account of creation?  

 
2. Why is that important to its interpretation?  
 
Think about it: All people live in a culture that colors their thinking. For instance, for much of American 
history, many people simply accepted that people with darker skin are inferior to those with lighter skin. 
That concept supposedly was supported by the Bible. They got it wrong.  
 
What are we getting wrong today? 
 
Why is understanding how to interpret the Bible important to “getting it” right? 
 
Can anybody ever get it all right? 
 
 
Comparison of Creation Stories (Graphic 7.1, Student) 
  

BABYLONIAN CREATION MYTH THE PRIEST’S CREATION STORY 
Length:  

 
Length:  

Existing in the beginning:  Existing in the beginning:  
 

Creation:  
 

Creation:  

Winds:  Wind:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concepts in Babylonian Biblical Creation Stories  (Graphic 7.2, Student) 
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Chapter 8: Religious Warfare Rages On 
 

BABYONIAN CREATION 
MYTH

God

Man

Nature

Sabbath

PRIESTLY CREATION 
NARRATIVE 

God

Man

Nature

Sabbath
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Central Idea:  As Judah declined in the seventh century BCE, the prophets Jeremiah, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, and Nahum continued the prophetic resistance to the pagan religions surrounding them. 
 
Study Questions: 
 
1. When the Assyrians invaded the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE, what happened to their 

historical documents? 
  
2.  In 621 BCE, King Josiah of Judah personally instigated a reformation in Judah by renovating the 

Temple and finding the Book of Law. What steps did he then take? 
 
3. How were Josiah’s reforms different from the preaching of the prophets?  

 
4. The true prophets were not well received by the people nor by their local clergy. What theology 

made them so unpopular? 
 
5. History shows that no civilization or religion ever “got it all right.” What problems do we see in the 

great prophet’s understanding? 
 

Micaiah ben Imlah 
 
Amos 
 
In general 
 

6. What, then, is progressive revelation? 
 

Think about it: Given the study of the Hebrew prophets of the ninth-seventh centuries, do you see any 
parallels in today’s religious leaders? 
 
Given the concept of progressive revelation, what are we getting wrong today? 
 
Today some of our religious leaders seem to be preaching that revival of the American church depends 
on governmental action. What would Jeremiah say about that idea? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seventh Century Hebrew Prophets (Graphic 8.1, Student) 
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NAME DATE MESSAGE 
 
Jeremiah 

  
 
 

 
Habakkuk 

  
 
 

 
Zephaniah 

  
 
 

 
Nahum 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Chapter 9: The World’s Second Historian 
 

Central Idea:  The Deuteronomistic Historian, writing from Jerusalem around 620 BCE, wrote a history 
of Israel from Moses to the Exile in terms of the theology of the Book of the Covenant, the core of our 
book of Deuteronomy That theology held (1) that God blesses faithfulness to himself and judges 
unfaithfulness and (2) that God commanded Israel to annihilate the Canaanites lest they become 
corrupted by them.  
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Who was the Deuteronomistic Historian?  
 

2. Why would you expect Hebrew history to have a religious element? 
 

3. Because the Old Testament do not always appear in chronological order in our Bible, sometimes 
the story is difficult to follow. What is the major purpose of these writings? 

 
4. What idea gives us the most difficulty with the Deuteronomistic Historian’s view of God? 

 
5. What was the view of God’s command concerning the Canaanites presented by the Yahwist, the 

Elohist, and the Zadokite Priest? 
 
 

Think about it: How, then, do you account for two versions of God’s command—one to annihilate the 
Canaanites, one to drive them out?  
 
 
The Significance of Hebrew History (Graphic 9.1, Student) 
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Chapter 10: At Last the Torah 
 

Central Idea:  During the Exile an anonymous author descended from the Zadokite temple priests 
combined the J, E, D, and P documents into the books of Torah we know as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
and Numbers built around the spine of the P document. 
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Study Questions: 
 

1.  How did Ezra solidify the position of the Law of Moses with the Hebrew people upon their 
return from Exile? 
 

2.  Who was Ezra? 
 

3.  Who wrote the Torah which Ezra read? 
 

4. What was Ezra’s genius? 
 

5. What was Ezra’s Vision of God?        
 

6. What do we call the collection of traditional histories from the North & the South? 
 

7. What did it give to the world? 
 

8. If the Bible is not absolutely without error or contradiction among its authors, why do we call it 
inspired? 
 

Think About It: If the traditional view of the writing of the Bible causes a person problems, how can the 
view presented in this chapter help have a more realistic view of those things? 

 
 
 

Chapter 11: The Hebrew Philosophers 
 

Central Idea:  Simultaneously with the traditions movement, the history movement, and the prophetic 
movement, the Hebrew wisdom movement progressed from Solomon to its climax in the Exile and the 
Return. 
 
Study Questions:  
 

1. What is a proverb, and how does it differ from the writings of the prophets?  
 

2. What is the basic tenet that sets apart the Hebrew approach to life from those around them? 
 

3. What was the purpose of proverbs? 
 

4. If Solomon did not write those works that bear his name, how did he get the credit?  
 

5. What is the literary genre of Job according to the author of The Jesus Lens? 
 

6. What is Job’s answer to the problem of suffering? 
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7. In the introduction to the Book of Proverbs, the father is writing to his son on how to be a 
success in life. Describe the two women. 
 

WOMAN WISDOM     ADULTEROUS WOMAN 
 
 

8. How does the writer of Proverbs elevate the status of women? 
 
Think About It: How is a proverb different from a promise? Example: If a family brings up their 
children in the church, does that mean those children will be Christians when they grow up? 
 

 
 

Chapter 12: Into the Wilderness Again 
 

Central Idea:  During the Exile and the Return, the Hebrews continued writing books of history, 
prophecy, wisdom, and apocalyptic. About a century and a half before the birth of Christ this activity 
ceased, and Israel entered a period of crisis as God seemed to have withdrawn his presence from them. 
 

1. How did the broken Israelites cope with captivity? 
 

2. What was the great result of their captivity?  
 

3.  What were Ezekiel’s contributions to his people before and during the exile? 
 

4. Who was Isaiah of Babylon (Second Isaiah, Deutero-Isaiah) and when did he write? 
 

5. What were the traits of his messages? 
 

6. What was the message of Third Isaiah (Isa. 56-66) and when did he write? 
 

7. What was the genre and message of Jonah according to the author of The Jesus Lens? 
 

8. The Deuteronomistic history was completed about 450 BCE. What changes did the later 
Chronicler correct in that history? 

 
9. Name some other conflicts and disagreements among the Biblical authors? 

 
Torah 

 
               Ezra 
 

             Malachi  
 

10. How did the historical period in which Daniel was written affect its type of literature as well as 
its tone? 
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11. Name the Divisions of the Hebrew scriptures as accepted in the late first century. 
 
Think About It:  Does “inspiration” of the scriptures mean that there can be no disagreements between 
the contributors?  
 
Given that Jesus used fictional parables (illustrations), should we assume that every word of the Old 
Testament must be historical fact, or could those writers have used other genres that communicated 
God’s message? 
 
 
Differences between Prophetic and Apocalyptic Literature (Graphic 12.1, Student) 
 
 APOCOLYPTIC VIEW PROPHETIC VIEW 
God’s Workings in 
History 

  

God’s Sovereignty   
 

 

Messiah   
 

 

God’s Interaction 
with History  

  

Historical Events  
 

 

Vision  
 

--- 

 
 
 

 
Part II: Climax and Denouement  

 
Chapter 13: The Climax of the Epic 

 
Central Idea: Following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth about 30 CE, his followers 
collected oral traditions and written versions of those oral traditions of his life, teachings, death, and 
resurrection. Within a few decades four men wrote a new type of literature – gospels – setting forth their 
understandings of Jesus’ significance based on those traditions. 
 
Study Questions:  
 

1. Why did the Jews need an intervention from God? 
 

2. How was Jesus’ message different from what the people expected? 
 

3. How did the new religious community pass on its message through the first few generations? 
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4. What was Mark’s new genre of literature? 

 
5. Describe the characteristics of the genre. 

 
6. How did Mark’s gospel challenge Caesar who was persecuting the church? 

 
7. Explain the second ending of Mark. 

 
 

Think About It: Why do you think Mark ended his Gospel with the empty tomb instead of resurrection 
appearances? Who was his audience? Do you think they already knew about the resurrection? 
 
 
Analysis of Gospels (Graphic 13.1, Student) 
 
 MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN  
Author     

 
 

Sources     
 
 

Dates  
 
 

   

Place of Writing  
 

   

Audience 
 

 
 
 

   

Literary Devices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Material 
Included 
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Description 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Identity & 
Nature of Jesus  
 

 
 
 
 

   

Ending 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 

Chapter 14: The Radical from Galilee 
 

Central Idea: Jesus of Nazareth combined Hebrew prophetic and apocalyptic preaching into his own 
unique brand of apocalyptic-prophecy proclaiming God’s love and grace and asserting his own authority 
as a new revelation of God. 
 
Study questions: 
 

1. What is apocalyptic preaching?  
        

2. What was Jesus’ brand of apocalyptic-prophecy, and how was it different from his 
contemporaries?   

 
3. How was Jesus different from John the Baptist?  

 
4. What is the significant difference in Jesus’ new message and that of his predecessors? 

 
5. What was Jesus teaching in the encounters with the woman caught in adultery, the woman at the 

Pharisee’s home, and the Samaritan town folk turning Jesus away? 
 

6. Why was it necessary for Jesus to heal (perform miracles) when he said the words, “Your sins 
are forgiven”? 

 
7. What are the common conceptions today of miracles and exorcisms of Jesus? 

 
8. What are the New Testament concepts of miracles and exorcisms? 

 
 

Think About It? The religious leaders of the Old Testament and New Testament periods were sincere in 
their interpretation of who God is. Using Jesus’ teachings as your guide, answer the following thought 
questions: 
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• How did the prophets and writers of the Old Testament “get it wrong”?  
 

• How did the religious leaders of Jesus time “get it wrong”? 
 

• How could religious leaders today be “getting it wrong”? 
 
 
 

Chapter 15: Death of a Radical  
 
Central Idea: The content of Jesus’ preaching led to his death about 30 CE when he entered Jerusalem in 
a deliberate confrontation with both the Jewish leaders and the Roman occupation government under 
Pontius Pilate. 
 
Study questions:  
 

1. When confronted by the mother of James and John to make her sons rulers in the new kingdom, 
how did Jesus show them they misunderstood what he was accomplishing? 

 
2. What does that comment say about what Jesus meant by the term “son of man? 

 
3. What is a parable, and what did Jesus teach in the parable of the Prodigal Son? 

 
4. What did Jesus not mean when he says that the son of man “must” suffer many things? 

 
5. What did Jesus mean in saying that the son of man “must” suffer? 

 
• The nature of his historical situation –  

 
• His calling of his Father –  

 
• His calling of his Father –  

 
6. In Hebrew thought, what perceived blasphemy by Jesus caused the Sanhedrin to want Jesus 

dead? 
 

7. Why did the Romans cooperate with the Jews? 
   
 

Think About It: Did Jesus have to die in order to “make it possible” for God to forgive our sins? Why 
was it “necessary” for Jesus to die? 
 
What does Jesus’ concept of his self-sacrificial mission say about today’s tele-evangelists and health-
wealth-and-prosperity preachers? 
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Jesus’ Clues to His Messiahship (Graphic 15.1, Teacher) 
 

SYMBOL REFERENCE BIBLICAL TEXT 
Jesus’ Jerusalem Entry   

1.    
 
 

2.    
 

 
 
 

Passover   
1.    

 
 
 

2.    
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chapter 16: Proclaiming the Impossible 
 

Central Idea: Seven weeks after Jesus’ crucifixion and death, his disciples suddenly appeared 
proclaiming that he had been resurrected from the dead three days after his death. 
 
Study questions: 
 

1. First century Galilee and Judea saw many apocalyptic prophets and messiah pretenders who died 
along with their claims. Why was Jesus different? 

 
2. Before the gospel accounts were written, Paul knew the resurrections stories well. Fill in Graphic 

16.1. 
 

3. Explain why Mark ended his book without telling the resurrection appearances. 
 

4.  How do you explain the Long Ending of Mark? 
 

5. What are 10 points of multiple attestation concerning the resurrection in the gospels? 
(Hint: 7 agreements among all the gospels; 3 agreements in two of the gospels) 
 

6. Name two more witnesses Paul wrote about in 57-58 CE in his letter to the Romans. 
 

7. Give evidences for Jesus’ Resurrection in the New Testament and early church. 
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8. Give evidence for Jesus’ Ascension in the New Testament. 
 
 
Think About It: If you and your sibling saw the same automobile accident, would you have told it word-
for-word to the police? If you had, would the account be more or less believable? 
 
 
Case that Paul knew about Resurrection before Gospels Were Written (Graphic 16.1, Student) 
 

PAUL’S 
WRITINGS 

TIME MESSAGE 

1 Corinthians 
15:1-8 

  
 

   
Galatians 1:18-
19 

  
 

   
Acts 9, 22, 24   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Accounts of the Resurrection (Graphic 16.2, Student)   

 
GOSPEL 

OR 
SOURCE  

DATE  RESURRECTION 
NARRATIVES 

IDIOSYNCRASIES OF 
THIS SOURCE 

END  

Mark   
 
 
 

  

Matthew   
 
 
 

  

Luke    
 
 
 

  

Acts (by 
Luke) 

  
 

  
--- 
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John 20 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  

John 21    
 
 
 

 
--- 

 

Mark 16:9-
20 

  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Chapter 17: Denouement 
 

Central Idea: The four New Testament gospels present Jesus of Nazareth as the climax of the epic of the 
Hebrew scriptures; the Book of Acts, the epistles, and the Book of Revelation present the denouement, 
wrapping up the loose ends, explaining the meaning of that climax, and giving intimations of what is yet 
to come. 
 
Study questions:  
 

1. The New Testament changes the emphasis from simply living by Law into ethical living. Relate 
the emphasis of the following writers. 
 

WRITER ETHICAL EMPHASIS ENCOURAGEMENT  
James  

 
 

 

Paul  
 
 

 

Peter   
 
 

 

 
 

2. What major changes do the New Testament writers make in interpreting the Old Testament? 
Give examples. 
 
WRITER OLD TESTAMENT CHANGE WRITER’S 
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EMPHASIS INTERPRETATION  
Paul 
 

 
 
 
 

  

John’s Interpretation of 
Ezekiel in the Book of 
Revelation 

 
 
 
 

  

 
3.  In the Old Testament, the Hebrew people are jealous and protective of their status as Yahweh’s 

special people. How do the New Testament writers expand that concept? 
 

4. The New Testament writers used their own Hebrew heritage as background for understanding 
eternity in-light of the revelations found in Jesus himself. What characterizes the New Testament 
theology of eternity? 

 
5. What was that hope? 

 
6. How does God’s self-revelation in Jesus affect our reading of the difficult parts of the Old 

Testament? 
 

7. What is the Bible not? 
 

8. Then what is the Bible? 
 

 
Think About It:  Why is a “Jesus world view” better than a “biblical world view”?  How could a biblical 
world view be used to endorse terrible things that God’s people have done? (Example: slavery in Baptist 
churches before the Civil War) 
 
How does understanding metaphorical language enlarge understanding of concepts of God and his 
revelation? 

 
Using the American Civil War as a parallel example, how are Paul’s interpretation of “natural results” of 
our national sins still plaguing us? 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Central Idea: We should read the entire Bible through the lens of Jesus rather than reading Jesus through 
any other lens. 
 
1. Having read The Jesus Lens, is your faith strengthened or weakened by having a rational, historical 

understanding of how the Bible was written in its historical settings. 
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2. How do you now define divine revelation? 

 
3. How would you define the Bible’s inspiration? 

 
4. How would you define the Bible’s authority for you? 
 
 
 
 

TEACHING GUIDE 
 

(with Answers) 
 

Part I: The Epic 
 

Chapter 1: The Birth of a People 
 

Central Idea: Four Controversies relating to Israel’s monarchy and two relating to their priesthood 
stimulated the writing of three early documents that were later incorporated into our Bibles. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Who were the Canaanites and where did they live? 
 

Eastern coast of Mediterranean Sea where Jordan, Lebanon, & Israel are located today 
 

2. For what were they famous? 
 
  Shipping, purple cloth, first alphabet 
 

3. What distinguished the Israelites or Hebrews from the indigenous people? 
 

A new God, four-room houses, distinctive pottery, avoiding pork, circumcision, ethics 
and law code, Sabbath 

 
4.  As Canaanites merged with Hebrews, what was the Hebrews’ main internal conflict? 

 
  Worshipping other gods 
 

5. In what city was the first Israelite major worship center located, and what were the symbols of 
their worship? 
 
  Shiloh; Tent of Meeting (Tabernacle), Ark of the Covenant, sacrifices 
 

6.  How did Shiloh lose the Ark of the Covenant and its former stature? 
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 In battle with Philistines; Ark never returned there 

 
7. The Israelites became a mixture of peoples with differing backgrounds, different religious 

traditions, and different loyalties. Such diversity bred controversies: Draw a graphic concept map 
showing the six controversies showing the problems that divided Israel. (See Graphic 1.1 
included with this chapter.)  
 
a. Establishing a monarchy for a people with “no king but Yahweh” 
b. David’s overthrowing God’s anointed dynasty of Saul 
c. Validity of Solomon’s following David 
d. Divided Kingdom: Rehoboam in the South; Jeroboam in the North 
e. Divided priesthood: David made Shiloh Levitical priesthood share authority with Zadok; 

Solomon set aside Shiloh Levites entirely in favor of Zadok. 
f. In Northern nation Jeroboam replaced Levites with pagan priests and shrines of golden bulls 

representing Yahweh 
 

8. What were the three sets of writing that tell the development of Israel’s 
story which produced differing views given in the same book of today’s Bible? 
 
a. Yahwist—layman from Jerusalem—wrote of creation to Solomon recounting Israel’s 

traditional history, insisting God was always known as Yahweh, recounting Israel’s history 
since Samuel from documentary sources, and justifying the monarchy. 

b. Elohist—Levitical Priest in Shiloh – recounted Israel’s traditional history; insisted God first 
revealed himself as Yahweh to Moses at the burning bush; recounted Israel’s traditional 
Mosaic laws, sacrifices, and Tabernacles ceremonies. 

c. Deuteronomist—Levitical priest of Shiloh – wrote codebook preserving laws of Moses 
supporting Levitical priesthood against the Zadokite priesthood in Jerusalem and the priests 
of the bulls at Dan and Bethel. 
 

9. What was the ultimate question the writings answered? 
 

Who is God, and how can we enter into a personal relationship with the divine? 
 

Think about it: All early cultures had their gods. How has the Hebrew concept of one God who is a 
personal, ethical, loving God affected Western society?  
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Controversies that Brought Israel’s Kingdoms Under Question (Graphic 1.1, Teacher) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTROVERSIES  

David – 
replaced Saul’s 

line Solomon – 
replaced older 

brother 
Adonijah 

Saul – King 
other than 
Yahweh 

Rehoboam – 
split Israel into 

Israel (N) & 
Judah (S) Zadok – replaced 

Levitical priests 
of Shiloh 

Jeroboam-- 
priests of golden 
bulls at Dan & 
Bethel replaced 
Levitical priests 

at Shiloh 
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Differing Views of Hebrew Traditional History (Graphic 1.2, Student) 
 

NAME OF 
AUTHOR 

OFFICE HELD TIME PERIOD PURPOSE 

Yahwist Jerusalem layman After 931 BCE To present Israel’s southern founding 
traditions 

Elohist Shiloh Levitical priest  After 931 BCE To present Israel’s northern founding 
traditions 

Deuteronomist Shiloh Levitical priest Before 722 BCE To present Israel’s traditions of 
Mosaic law 

 
 
 

Chapter 2: A House Divided 
 

Central Ideas:   
 

• The Yahwist in Jerusalem wrote the J document that insisted that God was known as Yahweh 
from earliest times;  
 

• the Elohist writing from Shiloh wrote the E document insisting that God first revealed himself as 
Yahweh at Moses’ burning bush;  

 
• the Deuteronomist also writing from Shiloh wrote the D document insisting against the 

Zadokites of Jerusalem and the priests of the golden bulls at Dan and Bethel that all Levites are 
priests and only Levites are priests. 

 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Describe early Hebrew oral traditions and literature. 
 
  Recitation of long genealogical lists and family tales, messages from prophets, 

Miriam & Deborah’s songs, riddles & fables, memories of the patriarchs, stories of the 
Exodus, local stories, and religious & civil laws 

 
2. Fill in the chart below (Graphic 2.1) showing each document used in developing the Old 

Testament. 
 

Think about it: Because various passages in the Old Testament sometimes portray God as demanding 
that the Hebrews kill their enemies and sometimes telling them only to drive indigenous people 
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out of the land, how is it helpful to understand that those views of God came from different 
sources?  

 
 
A House Divided (Graphic 2.1, Teacher) 
 
DOCUMENT AUTHOR LOCATION DATE KEY TRAIT 

J 
 

Yahwist Jerusalem After 931 BCE God known as Yahweh from 
earliest times 

E 
 

Elohist Shiloh After 931 BCE God first revealed himself as 
Yahweh to Moses at Burning 
Bush 

D 
 

Deuteronomist Shiloh Before 722 BCE Codebook of laws traditionally 
ascribed to Moses 

 
 

 
Chapter 3: The River that Waters the Earth 

 
Central Idea:  The Yahwist introduced his story with a narrative theology of creation and a narrative 
theology of history that contradicted every point of Babylonian creation myth—regarding God, nature, 
humankind, and the Flood.  
 
Study Questions: 
 

1.  How is the Yahwist’s account of creation different from those peoples around the Hebrews? 
 

Form 
 

Canaanites & others—elaborate myths 
 

Yahwist—picturesque narrative God-talk 
 

Character 
 

Canaanites & others—read animal entrails, studied movements of heavenly 
bodies, consulted mediums, spoke enigmatic riddles   

 
Yahwist—rational, spiritual reflection on history in communion with God’s spirit 
and passed along by oral traditions and contemporaneous documents 

 
Differences 

 
Canaanites—did not change the myths because it would offend the gods 

 
Yahwist—offered alternative view of creation showing God as a personal, 
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spiritual being 
 

2. What is the meaning of the waters coming from Eden? 
 

The River of Eden is a spiritual stream flowing from Garden of God’s presence which 
waters the entire earth. We are watered by God’s spirit but have lost that relationship.  

 
3. How does the Yahwist’s creation story show that God gave man free will to make moral 

choices? 
 

The Yahwist used the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil” and the “Tree of Life” 
to represent the moral choice God offers us. 

 
4. What was man’s greatest temptation? 

 
One possibility: Humanity’s greatest temptation was to be his own god and to know 
“Good & Evil”—everything. 

 
Second possibility: Humanity’s greatest temptation was to attempt to attain wisdom apart 
from God. 

 
5. As the Yahwist wrote his theology of history, what was he teaching his people? 

 
He told the people what God is about in this world, the nature of the human race and its 
accomplishments, God’s grace, human sin, and that the rise of agriculture and animal 
husbandry and the rise of civilization was the work of ordinary people. 

 
6. What is the difference between the Babylonian story of the flood and the Yahwist’s? (See 

included Graphic 3.1.) 
 

7.  Summarize the Yahwist’s theology of history. 
 

The great accomplishments of civilization do not represent the successes of super human 
heroes but rather the accomplishments of humans in rebellion against God. God both 
judges human evil and extends grace to transcend our sins. 
 

Think about it:  How does it change one’s view of the early chapters of Genesis if they are read 
“metaphorically” rather than “literally”? 
   
Is the purpose of a metaphor to decrease one’s understanding of a concept or to increase it?  
 
 
Comparison of Babylonian & Hebrew Creation Stories (Graphic 3.1, Teacher) 
 
 BABYLONIAN HEBREW 
God Polytheistic, the gods created beings, One God, uncreated, pre-existing, 
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capricious and immoral or amoral righteous and ethical 
Nature Non-normal, filled with monsters Natural, animals as we experience them 
Humankind Created to serve as slaves of the gods Created to rule God’s beautiful creation in 

fellowship with him 
Flood Because humanity proliferated and 

annoyed gods with noise; during flood 
gods frightened and without food 

Because of human evil; God entirely in 
control throughout the flood 

 
 
 
 

Chapter 4: The World’s First Historian 
 

Central Idea: The Yahwist writing from Jerusalem sometime after 931 BCE began his J document with a 
southern account of the Hebrew founding traditions and concluded with a history of his people drawn 
from documentary sources. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Why did the Israelites want a king? 
 

The judges were only periodic leaders whereas the surrounding nations had constant 
leadership. 

 
2. Describe Saul and give reasons why the people thought he was a good prospective leader. Also, 

give his weaknesses. 
 

Strengths:  He was head and shoulders taller than most people, ferocious warrior, and 
ingenuous tactician.  

 
Weaknesses:  Depression and “paranoia” 

 
3. Complete the chart in Graphic 4.1 showing the flow of the writing of Hebrew history. 

  
4. Complete the chart in Graphic 4.2 showing the purposes of the Yahwist.  

 
Think About It: Israelites wanted a leader to be like other nations. Israel felt it needed a leader and chose 
one who “looked” like a good leader. What makes a good national leader? How do our leaders today 
measure up? 
 
 
Development of Hebrew History (Graphic 4.1, Student)  
 
 

 
          Oral traditions 

 
 (Abraham to 

David) 

Brief written 
traditions  

 
(12th century to 

David) 
 

Yahwist, Elohist, 
Deuteronomist 

write first 
lengthy 

documents 
 

(after 931 BCE) 
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The World’s First Historian’s Purposes (Graphic 4.2, Teacher) 
 

 
 
 

 
Chapter 5: Religious Warfare 

 
Central Idea:  The prophets of Israel, in contrast to pagan prophets, proclaimed in the name of Yahweh 
the demand for faithfulness to Yahweh as well as justice in the courts and in the economy. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. How were the Hebrews influenced by their new neighbors? 
 

They adopted the Canaanite language, alphabet, gods & goddesses, shrines, fertility 
religion & practices. 

  
2. How was the Hebrew religion different from that of other nations? 

 
The religion of the native peoples was pagan with fortune teller prognosticators. 
 
The Hebrew prophets were forth-teller ethicists concerned with social justice, politics, 
and economy. 

Vision of God -- grace, love, faithfulness, redemption

God-- relates to people personally

Israel's monachy-- validated 

David's dynasty-- vindicated

Solomon's power-- justified

Israel's (Northern Kingdom's)-- insurrection denegrated
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3. Give examples of behavior of Yahweh’s prophets that did not measure up to the standard of the 

later writing prophets. 
 

• Samuel—fortune teller for hire; killed King Agag 
• Elijah—slaughtered 450 prophets of Baal; slaughter after anointing Hazael and Jehu to 

thrones of Syria & Israel 
• Some other prophets were for hire 

 
4. What is the two-fold legacy of the Eighth Century Prophets? 

 
• Ethical monotheism and God’s zealousness, not today’s jealousy 
• God requires more than outward religiosity; but rather, requires righteousness in 

economics, in courts of law, and in courts of government and power. 
 

Think About It: Is that message relevant today, and is that the message coming from religious leaders?  
 
How could those leaders demand faithfulness to God in today’s political climate?  
 
Would that demand be for our nation or for the church? What does that say about “separation of church 
and state”? 
 
The Hebrew prophets did not become rich and powerful but were instead persecuted, jailed, or even 
killed. Were America’s religious leaders ever persecuted like the prophets?  
 
How do our religious leaders today measure up?  Give examples. 
 
 
Women Prophets (Graphic 5.1, Teacher) 
 
NAME DESCRIPTION OF HER WRITING  HISTORICAL PERIOD 
Miriam, Moses’ 
Sister 

Wrote Miriam’s song, oldest literature in 
Hebrew 

1200s BCE 
 

Deborah - Woman 
judge 

Wrote Deborah’s song 1100s BCE 
 

Huldah Authenticated book of Law in Temple for King 
Josiah 
 

7th century BCE 
 
 

 
 
Early Male Prophets (Graphic 5.2, Teacher) 
 
 DESCRIPTION OF MINISTRY HISTORICAL PERIOD 
Samuel Instituted monarchies of Saul & David 

 
11th century BCE 

Nathan David’s court prophet; called David to 10th century BCE 
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account 
 

 

Elijah Preached God’s will to the nations 
 

9th century BCE 
 

Elisha Preached God’s will to the nations 
 

9th century BCE 
 

Jehu ben Hanani Spoke for God; did not write 
 

9th century BCE 
 

Micaiah ben Imlah Spoke for God; did not write 
 

9th century BCE 
 

 
 
Eighth Century Hebrew Prophets (Graphic 5.3, Teacher) 
 

NAME DATE NATION MESSAGE 
 

Amos 
 

760 BCE 
 

Israel 
warned of God’s coming 
judgment for their forsaking 
Yahweh and injustice to the poor 
and helpless 

 
Hosea 

 
8th century BCE 

 
Israel 

God will “divorce you as I have 
divorced Gomer” for idolatry, 
adultery, violence, dishonesty, 
and false testimony in courat; 
later God would forgive as 
Hosea had forgiven Gomer. 

 
Micah 

 
8th century BCE 

 
Judah 

The nation has been unfaithful to 
Yahweh; “…what is good. And 
what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly to love mercy 
and walk humbly with your 
God” 

 
Isaiah of Jerusalem 

(chapters 1-35) 

 
8th century BCE 

 
Judah 

Confronted Israel for injustice in 
courts and economy and for 
foreign alliances; promised 
God’s forgiveness after 
repentance. 

 
   
 

Chapter 6: The Temple Apologist 
 

Central Idea: After 722 BCE, the Zadokite Priest wrote the P document to present the Jerusalem Temple 
tradition of Israel’s history. He contradicted each of the 3 already existing documents—J, E, and D—at 
various points: the history of God’s name Yahweh and who are legitimate priests being the most 
important points. 
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Study Questions: 
 

1. When and why did the Jerusalem Priest write his P Document? 
 

The priest disagreed with the emphasis that elevated the Levitical priests in the previous 
writings. Sometime after 722 BCE the Jerusalem priest refuted those claims that ignored 
the Zadokite claim to spiritual pre-eminence.  

 
2. What materials are contained in this tradition? 

• Parts of Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, and most of Leviticus 
• Stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, & Joseph 
• God for the patriarchs was called El Shaddai 
• Jacob’s arrival in Egypt & meeting Pharaoh 
• Jacob’s death & burial  
• Moses and the Exodus and wilderness wanderings 
• Genealogies, legal statutes, architectural plans, & Tabernacle furniture 
• Elevates Aaron and Aaronic priesthood (Zadokites) 
• Reduces Levites to assistants to the Zadokite priests 
• God’s command to drive out Canaanites, destroy their idols and high places 

 
3. What literary evidence can be used to authenticate the stories of the patriarchs? 

• These three narratives – from different locations, centuries, competing, contradictory 
points of view and give the same genealogical view  

• Consistent picture of patriarchs and their experience of God.  
• Two or more versions of the same story support a consistent oral tradition 
• Covenants – parallel practices in other nations in that time period  
• Details converge with other writings of the period the narratives place them 

 
4.  Make a case for the historicity of the Exodus using Graphic 6.1 included in this chapter. 

  
Think About It: Parts of the J, E, D, and P documents contradict each other. How does that evidence 
affect your opinion of their validity? 
 
Why is point-of-view important? How would the account of an historical event, like the Civil War, 
differ if written by a northern historian or a southern historian? 
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Evidence for the Exodus (Graphic 6.1, Teacher) 
 

NEGATIVE EVIDENCE  SUPPORTING EVIDENCE CONCLUSIONS 
 
• No Egyptian record of 

slaves escaping their grasp 
• No archaeological 

evidence for millions of 
Israelites camped out in 
the wilderness 

• No archaeological 
evidence of millions of 
Israelites entering Canaan  

• No archaeological 
evidence of an Israelite 
blitzkrieg conquest of 
Canaan 

• Continuity of Canaanite 
language, alphabet, 
festivals, and some 
aspects of culture with the 
Israelite versions 

 

 
• Israelite four-room houses found 

in Egypt belonging to slaves in the 
correct time-period  

• Knowledge of Egypt in the 
traditions reflects Late Bronze Age 
Egypt, as it should  

• Egyptian names of Moses and 
other early Levitical leaders of 
Israel 

• Hazor and Lachish destroyed in 
the twelfth century BCE and 
resettled as Israelite cities, as 
reported in Joshua 

• Sudden twelfth-century explosion 
of uniquely Israelite houses and 
villages in the hill country of 
Canaan 

• Hebrew view of God radically 
different from the local cultures 
suddenly appears in Canaan 

• Highly unlikely idea of a people 
inventing a fictional “history” that 
they were once slaves 

• Unlikely prospect of a group of 
Canaanites creating from nothing a 
new God, religion, cult, history, 
new type of house, and an 
identifiable pottery in only two 
centuries 

• Independent traditions from three 
different authors who disagreed 
with one another on other issues 
agreed on the slaves-escaped-
from-Egypt tradition 

 
• The Exodus of Hebrew 

slaves from Egypt 
actually happened 

• Numbers of Israelites in 
Exodus possibly 
corrupted over time 

• Slaves escaped from 
Egypt possibly 
numbered only a few 
thousand 

• The memory of the 
Conquest in the Book of 
Joshua embodies a valid 
memory of violent 
battles in Israel’s early 
days in Canaan 

• Israel, however, entered 
Canaan more as an 
immigration than an 
invasion – slowly 
assimilating rather than 
conquering and 
destroying, as in the 
Book of Judges 

• Israel entered Canaan 
alongside other ethnic 
groups – Arameans, 
Amorites, Hurrians, 
Midianites, Hittites, and 
Greek-speaking Sea 
Peoples – the “mixed 
multitude”  

• All these groups merged 
with one another and 
with Canaanites to 
produce the people 
calling itself “Israel” 



Study and Teaching Guide                                                                                                                       39 
 
 

 
Chapter 7: The Man Who Saw the Beginning 

 
Central Idea:  The Zadokite Priest introduced his history of Israel with a narrative theology of creation 
followed by a narrative theology of history.  In this work, he refuted the Babylonian creation myths in a 
totally different way from the Yahwist in his J document. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. In understanding a piece of literature, the reader must determine what type of literature it is. 
(Example: the difference between history and historical fiction.) What genre of literature is the 
Priestly account of creation?  

 
Picturesque narrative God talk; poetic prose; gives theology, not literal history or science 
 

2. Why is that important to its interpretation?  
 
Answers question of whether this narrative is to be taken as alternative to our empirical 
science, that is, whether this narrative describes six 24-hour days. 

 
Think about it: All people live in a culture that colors their thinking. For instance, for much of American 
history, many people simply accepted that people with darker skin are inferior to those with lighter skin. 
That concept supposedly was supported by the Bible. They got it wrong.  
 
What are we getting wrong today? 
 
Why is understanding how to interpret the Bible important to “getting it” right? 
 
Can anybody ever get it all right? 
 
Comparison of Creation Stories (Graphic 7.1, Teacher)  
 

BABYLONIAN CREATION STORY  THE PRIEST’S CREATION STORY 
Length: 7 tablets of almost 1,000 lines 

 
Length: approximately 100 lines 

Existing in the beginning: time, light, fresh 
water, and salt water 

 

Existing in the beginning: God alone who 
created light and everything else that exists 
 

Creation: the earth and sky created from the 
corpse of Tiamat 
 

Creation: God created everything that exists by 
his powerful word alone 

Winds: 8 winds that tormented Tiamat Wind: the creative breath of God 
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Concepts in Babylonian and Biblical Creation Stories (Graphic 7.2, Teacher) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

BABYLONIAN CREATION 
MYTH

God: many gods, created 
from the prexistiing chaos, 
capricious, immoral or 
amoral

Humanity: created to be 
slaves of the gods

Nature: magical, filled with 
monsters

Sabbath: seventh day of 
each month cursed

PRIEST'S CREATION 
NARRATIVE

God: uncreated, pre-
existing, rational, 
intelligent, benevolent

Humanity: male and 
female together created in 
God's image to rule over 
creation

Nature: normal, as we 
know it

Sabbath: God blessed the 
seventh day of each week 
and invites humanity to 
enjoy his Sabbath with him
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Chapter 8: Religious Warfare Rages On 
 

Central Idea:  As Judah declined in the seventh century BCE, the prophets Jeremiah, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, and Nahum continued the prophetic resistance to the pagan religions surrounding them. 
 
Study Questions: 
 
1. When the Assyrians invaded the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE, what happened to their 

historical documents? 
 

The priests of Shiloh fled south to Judah taking with them the E & D Documents. The 
priests from Shechem, Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah took their archives and written records 
of oral traditions to the Temple ay Jerusalem, depositing them with their southern rivals. 

  
2.  In 621 BCE, King Josiah of Judah instigated a reformation by renovating the Temple and 

finding the Book of Law. What steps did he then take? 
 
He destroyed the Asherah poles, shrines to pagan gods, the Topheth where child sacrifice 
took place, the sacred horse images in the Temple, the bull of Jeroboam in the Temple, 
idolatrous shrines, and the quarters for the male shrine prostitutes. 
 

3. How were Josiah’s reforms different from the preaching of the prophets?  
 
He tried to bring about reform by the sword, not by changing the hearts of the people.  
 

4. The true prophets were not well received by the people nor their local clergy. What theology 
made them so unpopular? 
 

a.  Radical monotheism  
b.  Demand for justice 
c.  Warning of divine judgment & promise of salvation upon repentance 

 
5. History shows that no civilization or religion ever “got it all right.” What problems do we see in 

the great prophet’s understanding? 
 

Micaiah ben Imlah—believed God sent a lying spirit to one of the professional prophets. 
 

Amos—believed God caused natural disasters and that He predicts His actions to His 
prophets. 

 
In general—military invasion is divine judgment, thus God causes warfare. 

 
6. What, then, is progressive revelation? 

 
It is “progressive comprehension” of the divine revelation. 
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Think about it: Given the study of the Hebrew prophets of the ninth-seventh centuries BCE, do you see 
any parallels in today’s religious leaders? 
 
Given the concept of progressive revelation, what are we getting wrong today? 
 
Today some of our religious leaders seem to be preaching that revival of the American church depends 
on governmental action. What would Jeremiah say about that concept? 
 
 
Seventh Century Hebrew Prophets (Graphic 8.1, Teacher) 
 

NAME DATE MESSAGE 
 
Jeremiah 

 
During Josiah’s 
Reign (621-609 
BCE) down past the 
Exile (586 BCE) 

Judah’s idolatry, adultery. & paganism would bring 
a fall; after Exile called nation to remain faithful to 
Yahweh; genuine faith comes from the heart, not 
from government proclamation. God’s judgment 
and wrath will follow if no repentance. 

 
Habakkuk 

 
During Josiah’s 
reign 

Why would God do nothing about the injustice, 
violence, and oppression of the helpless? 
Why would God use the godless Chaldeans to bring 
justice on his people? 
The just shall live by faith, or by my faithfulness. 
Judgment and wrath if no repentance 

 
Zephaniah 

 
Seventh century 

God will judge Judah for idolatry, dishonesty, and 
ignoring the will of God. 
Celebrated the fall of Assyria. 

Nahum Seventh century God’s wrathful judgment on Assyria 
 

 
 
 

Chapter 9: The World’s Second Historian 
 

Central Idea:  The Deuteronomistic Historian, writing from Jerusalem around 620 BCE, wrote a history 
of Israel from Moses to the Exile in terms of the theology of the Book of the Covenant, the core of our 
book of Deuteronomy. That theology held (1) that God blesses faithfulness to himself and judges 
unfaithfulness and (2) that God commanded Israel to annihilate the Canaanites lest they become 
corrupted by them.  
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. Who was the Deuteronomistic Historian?  
 
a. Wrote the book of Deuteronomy, the Book of Law 
b. Was educated, lived in Judah, and had access to documents brought there after the fall of 

Israel as well as to prophetic and shrine archives housed in Temple 
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c. Were possibly several scholars  
d. Was possibly Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe 

 
2. Why would you expect Hebrew history to have a religious element? 

 
They were a nation built on their relationship to Yahweh. 

 
3. Because the Old Testament books do not always appear in chronological order in our Bible, 

sometimes the story is difficult to follow. What is the major purpose of these writings? 
 

It has a theological purpose: to show the nation’s movements from apostasy to judgment, 
to redemption by a judge and restoration to blessing, to renewed apostasy, and the 
resumption of the cycle. 

 
4. What idea gives us the most difficulty with the Deuteronomistic Historian’s view of God? 

 
The idea that God commanded Israel to slaughter the Canaanites 

 
5. What was the view of God’s command concerning the Canaanites presented by the Yahwist, the 

Elohist, and the Zadokite Priest? 
 

That God only ordered that Israel drive out the Canaanites—not to annihilate them—or 
that God would drive them out. 

 
Think about it: How, then, do you account for two versions of God’s command—one to annihilate the 
Canaanites, one to drive them out?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Significance of Hebrew History (Graphic 9.1, Teacher) 

 
 
 

The Exile is 
explained 

theologically
—failure to 
follow God 

Prophets called 
the people to 

ethical 
monotheism  

Baruch completed  
writings of history 

as the foundation of 
the nation—even 
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Chapter 10: At Last the Torah 

 
Central Idea:  During the Exile an anonymous author descended from the Zadokite temple priests 
combined the J, E, D, and P documents into the books of Torah we know as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
and Numbers built around the spine of the P document.  

Historian 
prepared 
Jews for 
return to 

Judea to set 
up a nation   

Israel  
presented as 
recipient of 

God’s 
grace—not 

merit  
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Study Questions: 
 

1. How did Ezra solidify the position of the Law of Moses with the Hebrew people upon their 
return from Exile? 
 

He stood before the people for 7 days reading the Law of Moses to them from sunrise 
until noon. As far as anyone knows that is the first time the Torah was read aloud to the 
people. 
 

2. Who was Ezra? 
 

He was a Levitical priest from the Zadokite priesthood that had presided over the 
Jerusalem Temple (South) for almost 400 years (from Solomon until the Exile). 
 

3. Who wrote the Torah which Ezra read? 
 

We do not know, possibly Ezra himself. 
 

4. What was Ezra’s genius? 
 

He included the documents J, E, P, other documents, giving conflicting versions of many 
of the stories from both the Zadokites and the Levites. 

 
5. What was Ezra’s Vision of God? 

        
• Is a single God, not multiple gods 
• Rules over history 
• Is transcendent (high- & -lifted- up) 
• Cannot be represented as an idol 
• Is personal-loves, feels, speaks, & 

             relates to us 
• Did not usually take human form 
• Spoke in voice only (is Spirit) 
• Speaks rationally in words 
• Is revealed in deeds—historical acts of redemption or judgment 

 
6. What do we call the collection of works of traditional Hebrew history from the North & the 

South? 
 

The Torah for Jews; the Pentateuch (meaning “five books”) to Christians. 
 

7. What did it give to the world? 
 

The Torah and the Former Prophets together gave to the world the most monumental 
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spiritual, ethical, theological, literary, and historical library ever written to that time. 
 

8. If the Bible is not absolutely without error or contradiction among its authors, why do we call it 
inspired? 
 

God enabled men through the normal historical process to begin to understand God’s 
nature, will, and works in a way never conceived of before.  
 

Think About It: If the traditional view of the writing of the Bible causes a person problems, how can the 
view presented in this chapter help that person have a more realistic view of those things? 
 
 
 

Chapter 11: The Hebrew Philosophers 
 

Central Idea:  Simultaneously with the traditions movement, the history movement, and the prophetic 
movement, the Hebrew wisdom movement progressed from Solomon to its climax in the Exile and the 
Return. 
 
Study Questions: 
 

1. What is a proverb, and how does it differ from the writings of the prophets?  
 

The prophets were concerned with history, engagement with other religions, and the 
defense of Yahweh. Those who wrote proverbs were concerned with practical, daily 
living as Yahwists. 
 

2. What is the basic tenet that sets apart the Hebrew approach to life from the Greek philosophers? 
 

The Hebrews approached the world personally and experientially, not  
theoretically or abstractly.  
 

3. What was the purpose of proverbs? 
 

The purpose of the proverbs was education in how to live successfully. It was the “home 
school” attended by all Hebrew children. 
 

4. If Solomon did not write those works that bear his name, how did he get the credit?  
 

He reportedly collected proverbs, building his reputation for wisdom; later someone 
attached his name to other works of wisdom literature. 

 
5. What is the genre of Job according to the author of The Jesus Lens? 

 
It is a dramatic fiction (play) of a man suffering unjustly and struggling with his 
experience in the light of his faith. 
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6. What is Job’s answer to the problem of suffering? 

 
The book does not offer a rational solution to the problem of suffering; instead, it offers a 
personal answer—trust in and faithfulness to God. 
 

7. In the introduction to the Book of Proverbs, the father is writing to his son on how to be a 
success in life. Describe the two women and the relationship the father desires his son to have 
with her. 

 
WOMAN OF WISDOM           ADULTEROUS WOMAN 
 
Represents God’s wisdom   Represents Wisdom’s counterpoint 
Pursue relationship with the         Avoid the Adulterous Woman 
         Woman Wisdom   

 
8. How does the writer of Proverbs elevate the status of women? 

 
God’s wisdom is represented as a woman who is present at Creation, is the eternal 
Daughter of God, and is the agent of the divine creation. 

 
 

Think About It: How is a proverb different from a promise? Example: If a family brings up their 
children in the church, does that mean those children will be Christians when they grow up? 
 
 
 

Chapter 12: Into the Wilderness Again 
 
Central Idea:  During the Exile and the Return the Hebrews continued writing books of history, 
prophecy, wisdom, and apocalyptic. About a century and a half before the birth of Christ this activity 
ceased, and Israel entered a period of crisis as God seemed to have withdrawn his presence from them. 
 

1. How did the broken Israelites cope with captivity? 
 

• They produced the literature known today as the Old Testament. 
• They quickly continued their lives as usual, becoming a part of their new surroundings. 

 
2. What was the great result of their captivity?  

 
Their completion of the Hebrew scriptures which became the foundation Judaism the 
mother religion of two other great world religions— Christianity & Islam. 

 
3.  What were Ezekiel’s contributions to his people before and during the exile? 

 
• Before--preached judgment for idolatry & injustice, and preached fall of Jerusalem 



Study and Teaching Guide                                                                                                                       48 
 

• During—urged them to stay true to monotheistic faith in Yahweh; promised them 
restoration to their homeland; gave vision of restored Temple 
 

4. Who was Isaiah of Babylon (Second Isaiah, Deutero-Isaiah), and when did he write? 
 

• An anonymous writer 
• His messages were attached to Isaiah as chapters 40-55. 
• Belonged to Isaiah’s “school” of prophecy 
• Probably preached and wrote in Babylon during the Exile  

 
5. What were the key traits of his messages? 

 
• Radical monotheism (Jews finally gave up other gods) 
• Suffering Servant songs which would later be seen as predictions of the Messiah in the 

Christian faith 
 

6. What was the message of Third Isaiah (Isa. 56-66), and when did he write? 
 

“My house will be called the house of prayer for all people (Isa. 56-7), which was a new 
concept of inclusiveness divine love, mercy, grace, and redemption for all mankind. 
Probably wrote after the Return from Exile. 

 
7. What was the genre and message of Jonah according to the author of The Jesus Lens? 

• Genre—fictional short story or parable 
• Message—Israel is called to be a witness to all nations 

 
8. The Deuteronomistic history was completed about 450 BCE. What changes did the later 

Chronicler correct in that history? 
 

In 2 Samuel 24, the second great historian recorded that God became angry with Israel 
and “incited” David to take a census of the fighting men in a manner that violated the 
Mosaic law. 

 
The third historian corrected the record to say that Satan tempted David to sin. 

 
9. Name some other conflicts and disagreements among the biblical authors? 

 
Torah 
• When the name “Yahweh” came to be used 
• Whether God told Israel to annihilate or drive out the Canaanites 
 

              Ezra 
• In the Return, Ezra told the men who had married Canaanite women to put them and 

their children away 
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Malachi  
• God said “I hate divorce” 
 

10. How did the historical period in which Daniel was written affect its type of literature as well as its 
tone? 
 

The Israelites were undergoing tremendous persecution under the Greeks during the 
Maccabean revolt and needed hope. 

 
11. Name the Divisions of the Hebrew scriptures as accepted in the late first century CE. 

 
The Torah (Law) 
The Prophets 
The Writings 

 
Think About It:  Does “inspiration” of the scriptures mean that there can be no disagreements between 
the contributors?  
 
Given that Jesus used fictional parables (illustrations), should we assume that every word of the Old 
Testament must be historical fact, or could those writers have used other genres that communicated 
God’s message? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Differences between Prophetic and Apocalyptic Literature (Graphic 12.1, Teacher) 

 
 APOCALYPTIC VIEW PROPHETIC VIEW 
God’s 
Workings in 
History 

History given over to evil God works through 
human events 

God’s 
Sovereignty  

Evil rules this present age Sovereign over this evil 
age 

Messiah  Believed in Messiah Believed in Messiah 
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God’s 
Interaction with 
History  

God would break into history and deliver his people All history in God’s hands 

Historical 
Events 

Seen through dreams, monsters (nations & spiritual 
forces), symbolic numbers, cosmic signs 

Stated in normal terms as 
we experience life daily 

Vision The son of man will be exalted and given the 
eternal Kingdom of God 

Messiah will come to 
fulfill God’s purposes for 
Israel 

 
 

 
Part II: Climax and Denouement  

 
Chapter 13: The Climax of the Epic 

 
Central Idea: Following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth about 30 CE, his followers 
collected oral traditions and written versions of those oral traditions of his life, teachings, death, and 
resurrection. Within a few decades four men wrote a new type of literature – gospels – setting forth their 
understandings of Jesus’ significance based on those traditions. 
 
Study Questions:  
 

1. Why did the Jews need an intervention from God? 
 

• The prophets had been silent for 150 years. 
• God had not fulfilled his promises. 
• God appeared to have withdrawn His presence from Israel.  
• Rome had subjugated them. 

 
2. How was Jesus’ message different from what the people expected? 

 
• He proclaimed that God was breaking into history to deliver his people through historical 

processes. 
• He proclaimed that God was delivering his people through Jesus himself. 
• He did not advocate the overthrow of Rome. 
• He told them to stop resisting Rome or they would die and the nation would lose its 

Temple. 
• He fulfilled the prophets’ promises in a way no one had expected before him. 

 
3. How did the new religious community pass on its message through the first few generations? 

 
• Started with oral traditions 
• Began to memorize and write down sayings and deeds of Jesus 

 
4. What was Mark’s new genre of literature? 
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Gospel 
 

5. Describe the characteristics of the genre. 
 

• Proclaimed good news of a spiritual nature 
• Told the story of Jesus of Nazareth 
• Used rhetorical devices—foreshadowing, repetition, balanced placements of key events, 

inductive presentation, phrasing creating emotional response, surprise, shock 
 

6. How did Mark’s gospel challenge Caesar who was persecuting the church? 
 

The book adopted language used in the emperor cult: a herald’s proclamation of Caesar’s 
arrival in a town was called “good news”; the Caesars were called “son of God.”  Mark 
used these terms to describe Jesus.  
 

7. Explain the second ending of Mark. 
 

Someone not satisfied with the original ending because it ended at the empty tomb 
wanted to provide resurrection appearances as did the other gospels.  

 
Think About It: Why do you think Mark ended his Gospel with the empty tomb instead of resurrection 
appearances? Who was his audience? Do you think they already knew about the resurrection? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Analysis of Gospels (Graphic 13.1, Teacher) 
 
 MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN  
Author Unknown; 

definitely not the 
apostle Matthew 

Unknown; 
possibly John 
Mark of the Book 
of Acts 

Unknown; 
possibly Luke, 
Paul’s companion 

Unknown: 
possibly a disciple of  
John writing after 
John’s death 

Sources Mark; oral & 
written traditions; 
Q and M 
documents 

Peter and others Mark; oral & 
written traditions; 
Q & L documents 

Testimony of John (or 
the “beloved disciple” 
whoever he was) 

Dates 70-90 CE Around 67 CE 70-90 CE 90-100 CE 
Place of Writing Possibly Syria Rome  Ephesus 

 
Audience 
 

Jewish Christians Roman Christians 
persecuted by 

Gentile Christian 
named 

The church at Ephesus 
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Caesar Theophilus 
Literary Devices 
 

Frequent citation 
of OT verses 
fulfilled by Jesus – 
either as 
prophecies of 
Messiah or 
providing a 
parallel in the 
history of Israel  

Foreshadowing; 
repetition; 
balanced 
placement of 
events (not 
chronologically) 
emotional 
response; 
surprise; shock 

Stories showing 
Jesus reaching out 
to women, 
Gentiles, and 
other outcasts 

Metaphors:  Jesus as 
the Word, the Mind of 
God, the Wisdom of 
God; Jesus as the I Am; 
fulfillment of Jewish 
Holy Days; Good 
Shepherd; Vine & 
Branches; focus on 
eternal life 

Material 
Included 

Joseph’s 
genealogy;  
Jesus’ infancy & 
early life, 
teachings, deeds, 
death, and 
resurrection 

Jesus’ baptism, 
teachings, deeds, 
death, and the 
empty tomb 
indicating his 
resurrection 

Joseph’s 
genealogy; Jesus’ 
infancy & early 
life, teachings, 
deeds, death, 
resurrection, and 
ascension 

Stories in Synoptics: 
feeding of 5,000 and 
walking on water; 
Nicodemus; woman at 
the well; stories of 
Mary Magdalene 

Description 
 

Improved Mark’s 
Greek; presented 
Jesus as the new 
Moses 

Simple, honest, 
with integrity and 
seriousness; poor 
Greek 
 

Refined Greek; 
corrected Mark’s 
Greek 

Theological 
meditations on the 
history of Jesus 

Ending 
 

Go evangelize the 
world 

Shocker—empty 
tomb; no 
resurrection 
appearances 

Jesus’ ascension Resurrection 
appearance to disciples 
at the Sea of Galilee 

 
 
 

Chapter 14: The Radical from Galilee 
 
Central Idea: Jesus of Nazareth combined Hebrew prophetic and apocalyptic preaching into his own 
unique brand of apocalyptic-prophecy proclaiming God’s love and grace and asserting his own authority 
as a new revelation of God. 
 
Study questions: 
 

1. What is apocalyptic preaching?  
 

God would break into history in a mighty act of deliverance. 
         

2. What was Jesus’ brand of apocalyptic prophecy, and how was it different from his 
contemporaries?   
 

Contemporaries—the world is so evil that God must break into history to smash the entire 
world order to deliver his people 
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Jesus—God was already delivering his people by working within the ordinary bounds of 
history to deliver them, and this deliverance would come through Jesus himself. 

  
3. How was Jesus different from John the Baptist?  

 
John the Baptist—the Kingdom is “near” –warning to repent 
 
Jesus—the Kingdom is “here”—good news, joy, repentance 

 
4. What is the significant difference in Jesus’ new message from that of his predecessors? 

 
Jesus’ teaching of love and mercy to enemies in imitation of God’s love, mercy, and 
grace implied that the earlier teachers of vengeance got it wrong. 

 
5. What was Jesus teaching in the encounters with the woman caught in adultery, the woman at the 

Pharisee’s home, and the Samaritan town folk turning Jesus away? 
 

He was rebuking religious leaders as well as his disciples for their vengeful attitudes. 
 

6. Why was it necessary for Jesus to heal (perform a miracle) when he said the words, “Your sins 
are forgiven”? 

 
He had to prove that he had the authority to forgive sins and that he was God incarnate. 
Anyone could say the words. 

 
7. What is the common conception today of miracles and exorcisms of Jesus? 

 
Miracles—an event that violates the laws of nature 
 
Exorcism—malevolent spirits in the air that invade human bodies creating sickness or 
evil impulses 

 
8. What is the New Testament concept of miracles and exorcisms? 

 
Miracles—an event brought about by the power of God that points to God’s work among 
us 
 
Exorcism—the power of God defeating evil that has invaded human lives 

 
Think About It? The religious leaders of the Old Testament and New Testament periods were sincere in 
their interpretation of who God is. Using Jesus’ teachings as your guide, answer the following thought 
questions: 
 

• How did the prophets and writers of the Old Testament “get it wrong”?  
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• How did the religious leaders of Jesus time “get it wrong”? 
 

• How could religious leaders today be “getting it wrong”? 
 
 
 

Chapter 15: Death of a Radical  
 
Central Idea: The content of Jesus’ preaching led to his death about 30 CE when he entered Jerusalem in 
a deliberate confrontation with both the Jewish leaders and the Roman occupation government under 
Pontius Pilate. 
 
Study questions: 
 

1. When confronted by the mother of James and John to make her sons rulers in the new kingdom, 
how did Jesus show them they misunderstood what he was accomplishing? 
 

He said, “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave—just as the son of man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:43-45). 

 
2. What does that comment say about what Jesus meant by the term “son of man? 

 
a. Connected “son of man” with the Messiah 
b. Referred to Jesus himself 
c. Poured all the content of the Suffering Servant of Yahweh into the terms “son of man” 

and Messiah and claimed it for himself 
 

3. What is a parable, and what did Jesus teach in the parable of the Prodigal Son? 
 

• A parable is a small fictional vignette told to teach a lesson. 
• The father does not wait for the son to pay a price for his sin but welcomes the son back 

home. 
• God is like “Abba,” Jesus’ own dear father. 

 
4. What did Jesus not mean when he says that the son of man “must” suffer many things? 

 
No one has to offer God some payment in- order to make it possible for God to forgive 

 
5. What did Jesus mean in saying that the son of man “must” suffer? 

 
• The nature of his historical situation—to enter Jerusalem with his message would 

inevitable mean his death as an insurrectionist against Rome 
• His calling of his Father – to bear witness to, embody, and bring to humanity the infinite 

grace of God – all the way to the cross 
• His calling of his Father – to embody the Logos (Mind of God), giving himself as a 
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sacrificial offering on our behalf to bring us to the father.  
 

6. In Hebrew thought, what blasphemy caused the Sanhedrin to want Jesus dead? 
 

Two statements at his trial showed Jesus’ claim to be both Messiah and Son of God:  
1. The son of man sitting “at the right hand of the Mighty One.” 
2. The son of man” coming on the clouds.”  

 
7. Why did the Romans cooperate with the Jews? 

 
                   Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, a king, and thus became a threat to Caesar. 

 
Think About It: Did Jesus have to die in order to “make it possible” for God to forgive our sins? Why 
was it “necessary” for Jesus to die? 
 
What does Jesus concept of his self-sacrificial mission say about today’s tele-evangelists and health-
wealth-and-prosperity preachers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ Clues to His Messiahship (Graphic 15.1, Teacher) 
 

SYMBOL REFERENCE BIBLICAL TEXT 
Jesus’ Jerusalem Entry   

• Ass 
 

Zion’s coming King Zechariah 9:9 

• Overturning tables 
of money changers 
in the Temple 

Sadducees had turned God’s 
house into a “den of thieves”  
 

Jeremiah 7:11 

Passover   
• Bread & wine Body & blood of covenant – 

Jeremiah’s promise of new 
covenant written on Israel’s 
heart 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

• Blood poured out 
for forgiveness of 
sin 
 

Yahweh’s Suffering Servant 
bearing the sins of many 

Isaiah 53:11-12 

 
 
 

Chapter 16: Proclaiming the Impossible 
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Central Idea: Seven weeks after Jesus’ crucifixion and death, his disciples suddenly appeared 
proclaiming that he had been resurrected from the dead three days after his death. 
 
Study questions: 
 

1. First century Galilee and Judea saw many apocalyptic prophets and messiah pretenders who died 
along with their claims. Why was Jesus different? 

 
Belief in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead made the difference. 

 
2. Explain why Mark ended his book without telling of the resurrection appearances. 

 
Early readers did not need written proof to tell them what happened. They knew about the 
resurrection. The written gospels gave them comfort under persecution. 

 
3. How do you explain the long ending of Mark? 

 
• One view: A summary of appearances provided in the other gospels 
• Another view: Oral tradition independent of the written gospels—a seventh non-

canonical source 
 

4. What are 10 points of multiple attestation of the resurrection appearances of Jesus in the 
Gospels? 
 

All four gospels agree on 7 points: 
1. The lack of expectation of resurrection 
2. The empty tomb 
3. Mary Magdalene’s discovery of the empty tomb 
4. Resurrection on the first day of the week 
5. The stone already removed from the tomb 
6. The announcement of the Resurrection by someone at the tomb 
7. Appearances of the risen Christ to his disciples (implied in Mark) 
 
Two gospels agree on each of three other points: 
8. Matthew & John—Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene 
9. Luke & John—Jesus appeared to the Eleven on resurrection Sunday 
10. Luke states and John implies that Jesus ascended into heaven 

 
5. Name two more witnesses Paul wrote about in 57-58 CE in his letter to the Romans. 

 
Apostles Andronicus and Junia (Note—Junia was a woman apostle) 

 
6. Give evidences for Jesus’ Resurrection in the New Testament and early church. 

 
• The early church’s acceptance of the New Testament   
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• The early church’s conviction of Jesus’ ascension required in Jewish thought a prior 
resurrection. 

• Baptism and communion (the Lord’s Supper) celebrated Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

• The martyred death of all the apostles showed their absolute belief in Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

7. Give evidence for Jesus’ Ascension in the New Testament. 
• Luke’s witness in his gospel 
• Stephen’s vision at his death 
• Paul’s vision of the risen Lord 
• The Christian community belief in the Ascension as witnessed to in several epistles 

 
Think About It: If you and your sibling had seen the same automobile accident, would you have told it 
word-for-word to the police? If you had, would the account be more or less believable? 

 
 
 
 

 
Case that Paul knew about Resurrection before Gospels Were Written (Graphic 16.1, Teacher) 
 

PAUL’S 
WRITINGS  

TIME MESSAGE 

1 Corinthians 
15:1-8 

54-57 CE (25 years after) Spoke of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
and named numerous witnesses, 
including himself belatedly 

   
Galatians 1:18-
19 

35-36 CE (about 5 years 
after) 

Paul says he talked to Peter and James 
who were eyewitnesses 

   
Acts 9, 22, 24 32-33 CE (about 2-3 years 

after)  
At Paul’s conversion, he first heard the 
story at Damascus 

 
 
New Testament Accounts of Jesus’ Resurrection Appearances (Graphic 16.2, Teacher)   

 
GOSPEL 

OR 
SOURCE 

DATE RESURRECTION 
APPEARANCES 

IDIOSYNCRASIES OF 
THIS SOURCE  

END 

Mark 67 CE Jesus’ resurrection only 
implied at the empty 
tomb 

No resurrection stories; they 
were not needed because 
everyone knew them 

Women at 
the empty 
tomb 

Matthew 85 CE To Mary Magdalene & 
“the other Mary” in 
Jerusalem; to disciples in 

Felt free to add information 
to Mark’s account without 
harmonizing stories 

Great 
Commission 
in Galilee 
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Galilee 
Luke  85 CE To Mary Magdalene, 

Joanna, Mary the mother 
of James, & others; to 
Cleopas and another 
disciple walking to 
Emmaus; to the Eleven 
in Jerusalem 

Telescoped events and did 
not try to harmonize stories 

Ascension on 
Easter 
Sunday 

Acts (by 
Luke) 

85 CE Gave actual time—
period of seven weeks 
for appearances  

Finished resurrection story 
started in Luke  

 
--- 

John 20  
90-100 
CE 

To Mary Magdalene and 
the Eleven; Thomas 
absent at first appearance 
but later believed at 
second appearance to the 
Eleven 

All resurrection 
appearances in Jerusalem; 
purpose to emphasize 
Thomas’ coming to believe  

Second 
appearance 
to Eleven 
with Thomas 

John 21  90-100 To five apostles fishing 
on the Sea of Galilee   

 
--- 

At the Sea of 
Galilee with 
five apostles 

Mark 16:9-
20 

By 
second 
century 

To Mary Magdalene, to 
2 disciples in the 
country; to the Eleven; 

Long ending of Mark; 
possibly record of oral 
tradition independent of the 
canonical gospels 

Ascension & 
enthronement 
at God’s 
right hand 

 
 
 

Chapter 17: Denouement 
 

Central Idea: The four New Testament gospels present Jesus of Nazareth as the climax of the epic of the 
Hebrew scriptures; the Book of Acts, the epistles, and the Book of Revelation present the denouement, 
wrapping up the loose ends, explaining the meaning of that climax, and giving intimations of what is yet 
to come. 
 
Study question:  
 

1. The New Testament changes the emphasis from simply living by Law into ethical living. Relate 
the emphasis of the following writers. 
 

WRITER ETHICAL EMAPHASIS ENCOURAGEMENT 
James Take care of the poor  

Do not give preference to rich  
Watch your words  
Do not slander 
Be aware of coming judgment 

Bear up under persecution & suffering 
 
 
 
 

Paul Mold & measure your lives by Christ’s self- We have been given liberty in Jesus 
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sacrificing example Christ  
Peter  Stressed sexual purity, love, forgiveness We have become a kingdom of priests  
 

2. What major change do the New Testament writers make in interpreting the Old Testament? Give 
examples. 
 
WRITER OLD TESTAMENT 

EMPHASIS 
CHANGE WRITER’S 

INTERPRETATION  
Paul 
 

Saw God’s wrath in 
foreign invasions & 
meteorological events 

Moved from legal to 
spiritual meaning  

God’s wrath the natural 
results of our rebellion 

John’s Interpretation of 
Ezekiel in the Book of 
Revelation 

Saw last great battle; 
promise of rebuilt 
Temple 

Moved from military 
and architectural events 
to spiritual realities  

Sees no Temple 
because God is the 
Temple 

 
3.  In the Old Testament, the Hebrew people are jealous and protective of their status as Yahweh’s 

special people. How do the NT writers expand that concept? 
 

The whole world now can have a personal relationship with the Creator and Lord of all 
through faith rather than through law.  

 
4. The New Testament writers used their own Hebrew heritage as background for understanding 

eternity in-light of the revelations found in Jesus himself. What characterizes the New Testament 
theology of eternity? 
 
• The New Testament concept of eternity is not irrational prognostication, but rather rational, 

spiritual conclusions developed from their own historical context, the ministry of Jesus, and 
his resurrection from the dead. 

  
• The New Testament does not give us a photograph of hell or heaven, but rather a theology of 

eternity, a theology of hope. 
 
• The New Testament revelation does not answer our idle questions or speculate, but rather 

provides a metaphorical eschatological vision of faith and hope. 
 

5. What was that hope? 
• We can hope for the resurrection in glorified bodies like that of our Lord capable of spending 

eternity with God. 
• God will not lose his creation. 
• Humanity will not miss eternal union with the Father. 
• Israel’s hope of returning to paradise will be fulfilled for the people of faith in God’s “new 

heaven and new earth.” 
 

6. How does God’s self-revelation in Jesus affect our reading of the difficult parts of the Old 
Testament? 
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• We interpret all the Bible in terms of what we know about Jesus’ loving, self-sacrificing 

revelation. 
• God did not change, but rather man’s understanding of God has changed. 

 
7. What is the Bible not? 

• A book of law 
• A theological dictionary 
• A speculative propositional philosophical theology to answer all our questions 
• A book of science 

 
8. Then what is the Bible? 

 
• A record of divine-human encounter and relationship 
• A witness to divine-human encounter and relationship 

 
Think About It:  Why is a “Jesus world view” better than a “biblical world view”?  How could a biblical 
world view be used to endorse terrible things that God’s people have done? (Example: slavery in Baptist 
churches before the Civil War) 
 
How does understanding metaphorical language enlarge understanding of concepts of God and his 
revelation? 

 
Using the American Civil War as a parallel example, how are Paul’s interpretation of “natural results” of 
our national sins still plaguing us? 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Central Idea: We should read the entire Bible through the lens of Jesus rather than reading Jesus through 
any other lens. 
 
1. Having read The Jesus Lens, is your faith strengthened or weakened by having a rational, historical 

understanding of how the Bible was written in its historical settings. 
 

2. How do you now define divine revelation? 
 

3. How would you define the Bible’s inspiration? 
 

4. How would you define the Bible’s authority for you? 
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